
Friday 26 July 2008

Dear Friends

Welcome to the second semester (Term 3) of our academic year. I hope that the students enjoyed their 
holiday break and returned to school ready to work with their teachers in undertaking their studies. I would 
especially like to welcome the new students and their families to our College. A number of new Reception 
students joined us this term. This is a very special event in their lives, one which I am sure parents and 
students will long remember. I began my school journey in 1963 and I still remember my mum taking me 
to school on that very �rst day � I know we both tried hard to be brave!

At the end of last term our mid-year student reports were sent home. I hope that parents found the 
reports to be a helpful document in communicating how their children are progressing with their 
learning. I strongly encourage parents to make contact with teachers early this term if there are any 
issues that emerged from the reports or if any clari�cation is required. The partnership that we share, 
as parents and school, is a vital one in terms of supporting students to be successful in their learning.

As I mentioned in the �nal newsletter for Term 2, we had a number of students and sta� attend 
World Youth Day. From speaking with those who attended, it was truly a special event. World Youth 
Day highlighted the fact that there are large numbers of young people (and not-so-young people!) 
across our world, who believe in Jesus and His message of hope. Christianity is more than just a 
philosophy of �how to live a happy life�. It o�ers a personal relationship with our Creator God who 
promises us eternal life � a life beyond death. Our response to this invitation calls us to live in a 
way that is worthy of God�s trust and love.

As we begin this term together, I ask that once again we commit ourselves to helping our 
students to be successful. This is as fundamental as expecting that students are wearing the 
correct College uniform, engaging in homework and assessment activities, and working with 
their teachers and peers in a positive manner. I ask that there is regular communication with 
teachers and that if any problems arise that it be brought to the attention of sta� as soon as 
possible. I ask for your prayerful support for our Year 12 students as exams and �nal assessment 
draw closer each day.

I look forward to working with you.

Wishing you the Deep Peace of our patron � Columba

Madeleine Brennan

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
The St Columba World Youth Day pilgrims prepare for their departure with a celebration at the End-of-Term Liturgy on Friday 4 July.
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